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How to use this guide: 

 Study and discuss the passage, not necessarily the outline of the sermon 

 Don’t feel pressure to ask all the questions, use your discernment based on time and needs of the group 

 Engage the mind with good doctrine and move to the heart pushing toward application (A Key diagnostic for the leader to 

discern the health of his group is to listen “heart” conversation.  

 

 

Passage:    I Timothy 3:8-13 

 

Main Point:  Deacons should be people worthy of respect. 

Case Study: 

It has been revealed that a deacon appointed by your church gambles, flirts with women who are not his 
wife, and often drinks to the point of drunkenness. He has a strong understanding of the Bible and can 
communicate its truths to the extent that he can even preach a compelling sermon. He covers over his 
questionable activities by proclaiming that he’s, “not perfect, but I am saved by God’s grace.” How do you 
handle this situation? 
 

The Word: 

1. In what ways should deacons be tested? (Helpful Verses: 1 John 4:1-3; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-18; 
Psalm 17:1-5; Acts 6:1-4) (v.10) 

2. What similarities are there between deacons and elders? Why do these similarities exist? 
(Qualifications for Elders are listed in 1 Timothy 3:1-7). 

3. Read 2 Peter 1:5-11. How does good service assure us of our faith in Jesus? (Helpful Verse: Ephesians 
2:8-10). (v.13) 

The World: 

1. What does it mean that deacons should be the husband of one wife? Why is this important? (v.12) 
2. Why is it important for a deacon’s children to be managed well? Read Ephesians 6:1-4. What does it 

mean to manage your children well? (v.12) 
3. In what ways might someone pursuing the office of deacon be pursuing dishonest gain? (v.8) 

The Application: 

1. The Greek word for Deacon means servant. How can we emulate the character of a deacon? 
2. Should the character qualities of a deacon be applied to all believers? 
3. If everyone has sinned and has fallen short of the glory of God, how can one be deemed blameless? 

How can you be blameless in the sight of others? 
 

What Questions do I have for my Family Group? 

    

    

Key Cross References: 

    

     

 

 

 


